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Headteacher reflection during challenging times 

As we come to the end of our first week of significant change, so the 

novelty wears off and the restrictions can start to feel controlling and 

uncomfortable. It is important to recognise these feelings and to 

work together as a family to support each other to lessen the intensi-

ty of them. I have no wise advice other than suggesting to do one or 

two things a day that gives you the feeling of control and comfort, 

whether doing your online learning in your pyjamas, or eating break-

fast at dinner time.   

If things are feeling particularly tricky, please do let someone at 

school know. We are here to help and we really miss having verbal 

day-to-day interaction! We all need to look after each other during 

these difficult times. 

Deputy for Teaching and Learning Update 

As the information from the government continues to update and change, so must we adapt to a new way of 
working, living, and educating our children. It is certainly raising the staff’s creativity and ingenuity to come up 
with different ways to teach and guide our pupils through the curriculum. 

This week has seen The Courtyard’s first week of learning from home, mainly using Google Classroom as the 
means by which teachers and pupils have been setting and completing work and communicating with one anoth-
er. 

I think it is safe to say it has been a huge learning curve for everyone, but the adaptability shown by both staff and 
pupils has been incredible. We aim to continue to be as creative as possible with the types of learning tasks we will 
be setting pupils, ensuring they are as manageable as possible in an independent capacity.   

Regarding learning after the Easter holidays, teachers are currently revising their original plans and schemes of 
work as they are not all suitable for distance learning. Teachers are working hard to ensure work is achievable on 
Google Classroom and also enables pupils to progress in their learning. The next 2 week schedule of work will be 
made available on Google Classroom on Friday 17th April, ready for pupils to start accessing on Monday 20th April 
(the 1st day of the Summer Term). Paper copies will also be made available to those who require them. 

Weekly pupil learning update: Nathan Nee 

This week has been a significant week for Nathan Nee as he cele-
brated his 17th birthday on the 25th March. Happy Birthday Na-
than! 

As a keen artist, he has been an experimenting with some art 
techniques (see pictures left and on the next page) whilst also 
getting to Level 100 in Gardenscapes! I think we can all agree, 
the art looks fantastic. 
 

We hope to hear about another pupil’s weekly learning update 
next week! 
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Ideas for parents: 
There are also plenty of other ways to help children explore, learn and progress with the independent life skills which 
are so important and central to the vision of The Courtyard. 
In addition to the subject specific websites shared with you last week, below you will find a number of alternative web-
sites suggested by our wonderful teacher, Mr Garcia. 
These have also been shared with your child on Google Classroom. 

Desks: 
Working at home is best done when there is a designated ‘work’ space and having a desk really facilitates this. There is a 
possibility of the school loaning desks to pupils who do not have one at home. Please contact Mrs Shepherd if you 
would like to discuss this further. 

Museums to visit online:  Sports/Exercise: 

- https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/75809/12-
world-class-museums-you-can-visit-online 

- https://www.timeout.com/travel/coronavirus-
virtual-museum-tours 

- https://www.bbc.com/sport/get-inspired/32416767 

- https://www.thisgirlcan.co.uk/activities/disney-workouts/ 

- https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities/indoor-activities 

- https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/activities/accessible-activities 

Home cooking: Science/Experiments: 

- https://tasty.co/article/melissaharrison/cooking-
with-kids 

- https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/
collection/kids-cooking 

- https://mommypoppins.com/kids/50-easy-science-experiments-for
-kids-fun-educational-activities-using-household-stuff 

- http://www.sciencefun.org/kidszone/experiments/ 

- https://www.nasa.gov/ 

Magic tricks: Other: 

- https://www.care.com/c/stories/4051/easy-
magic-tricks-for-kids/ 

- https://www.buzzfeed.com/mikespohr/17-simple
-magic-tricks-that-will-amaze-your-kids 

https://news.yahoo.com/artists-playing-live-concerts-homes-
213251195.html 

Find out which music artists are streaming their concerts/
music to audiences online. 

Support with mental health: The social story about COVID19 written by Carol Gray. She was the 
one who created Social Stories in 1991!  

https://www.autistica.org.uk/what-is-autism/
coping-with-uncertainty   

https://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/
files/2020-03/Information%20about%
20Coronavirus%20ER%20UPDATED%20130320%
20SD%20editsAH.pdf   

https://carolgraysocialstories.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/
Pandemics-and-the-Coronavirus.pdf   
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