
 The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding 

educational and social provision that will 

equip our students with the skills and experi-

ences needed to discover and live out their 

potential 

The Courtyard Weekly Newsletter—Friday 24 April 2020 

Headteacher Notice 

Following guidance from the government, staff of the Court-

yard will be able to access the Covid-19 testing scheme. This 

voluntary programme is designed to protect pupils, staff and 

families. The governors of the Courtyard support all staff on 

the right to testing and to anonymity of results. By com-

mitting to this national programme, the hope is that we will 

be able to return to school as soon as it is scientifically prov-

en to be safe to do so.  - DShepherd 

Deputy for Teaching and Learning Update 

As Week 1 of the Summer Term draws to a close, teachers have been impressed with the way in 
which a number of pupils have re-engaged with their learning. The week has included some technical 
trials for teachers, pupils and parents, but The Courtyard spirit continues to shine as we all take any 
hiccups as a learning experience with the hope that the next time with run smoothly for all. There has 
been some reassurance that a number of the technical problems encountered have been faced by pu-
pils and parents the world over, and not just us! 
As has been reiterated to some parents over the phone and via email, this week has very much been a 
gentle initial approach to the Summer Term so that teachers are able to gauge pupils’ positions at 
home after 4 weeks of lockdown, the level of engagement with lessons, and the quality of work being 
produced. From here, we will be modifying lessons accordingly and providing extra extension work to 
those who need or request it. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with questions or requests for further tasks to 
complete. 
 

ICT Support: 

These internet safety pages have been created to support parents during Covid-19 and the closure of 
schools.  These are home activity packs with simple 15 minute activities you can do with your child to support 
their online safety at home. This page includes all packs for children aged 14 plus simple 15 minute activities to 
do with your child. 

Click on the links below for each activity pack. Every link contains two 15-minute activities to do with a child: 

Home activity pack 1 

Home activity pack 2 

Home activity pack 3 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-14-home-activity-sheet-1.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-14-home-activity-sheet-2.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-14-home-activity-sheet-3.pdf


Subject focus and tasks on Google Classroom next week beginning 27th April 2020 

 GCSE English— -To clearly express ones opinion -To understand two sides of a debate -To 
summarise arguments 

 FS Level 1 English—Learning about persuasive techniques 

 Entry Level English— working on different ways to improve their writing  

 GCSE Maths— Fractions to Decimals to Percentages  

 GCSE Statistics— Conditional Probability  

 AS—Level Maths—Geometric Sequence  

 FS Level 1 Maths— Calculating area and perimeter of regular and irregular shapes  

 Entry Level Maths— Rounding to the nearest £1  

 ICT—collecting data at home on different food items 

 Science— This term students will learn the basic structure of our universe. They will learn 
facts about each planet and its order; how the moon plays an important role, and about the 
Sun, our biggest star. 

 PSD L1— Students are continuing to look at role models in our society and reasons why we 
look up to them  

 PSD L2— Students are continuing their unit on Balancing Work, Leisure and Exercise  

 Workskills— students are continuing the unit of work Personal and Social Relationships  

 Home Cooking— looking at ways to economise.  

 Hospitality— will be working on either Unit 2,3 or 6 as appropriate  

 Creative Expression—students are starting a music module this term, practising active listen-
ing and voicing preference for certain music genres.   

 Art—LO: Analyse the techniques used by artists working on the subject of trees or flowers. 
Task: Students will be shown a range of artists and their work with information on it. They 
must highlight key words and write a sentence about their findings   

 RSE 6th Form Independence group— Students will learn what being an optimist is and how 
they can increase their level of happiness by thinking in a positive way and doing things that 
make them happy.  

 RSE 6th Form—Students will understand what peer pressure is and how they can cope with 
it in a healthy and confident way.   

 World Studies— Topic: Gender Equality Around The World—Gender equality in the UK  

 PE— - The importance of a balanced diet - The basic elements of nutrition being carbs, pro-
tein and unsaturated fats - Healthy foods required for a balanced diet - Why too much sugar 
is bad for you - Vitamins and minerals found in foods. 

 



Weekly pupil soundbite: Hannah Boston (same as last week but still relevant!) 

Hannah has given some excellent words of advice to her peers regarding this very different and challenging time 
we find ourselves in. When asked her thoughts when she read about what is going on in the world, she said: 

“It can get worrying when you see how bad it is getting but you just have to try not to think about it too much 
and not let it get to you.” 

She then followed this up with: 

“Should people happen to be worrying about the coronavirus then it could be good to try and limit how much 
time is spent listening to or watching the news.” 

Very good advice for all of us, I think! Thank you, Hannah. 

This week’s work from pupils: 

Art—Leaf study 

By Nathan N—Y12 PSD—Role models 

By Aymen—Y10 

WorkSkills task on personal and social relationships 

 By Kion—Y12 

A successful 1st Zoom meeting held by Mr Garcia 

with 3 attendees: Henry (video & audio) - Y12, 

Angelina (video & audio—Y10 and Jonathan 

(audio) - Y12 

Art—Leaf study 

By Dorian —Y19 


