
 The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding 

educational and social provision that will 

equip our students with the skills and experi-

ences needed to discover and live out their 

potential 

The Courtyard Weekly Newsletter—Friday 15 May 2020 

Headteacher Notice 

Returning to School Proposal 

A huge thank you to all parents who have completed 
the parent survey. Your input is invaluable as we navi-
gate through these unchartered waters. The school will 
take on board your comments and publish the Return to 
School plan next week. 

I hope that it goes without saying that the school has 
the very best interests of pupils, parents and extended 
family in mind. At no point should a parent feel that they 
are being forced to send their child back to school.  

Once the Plan has been published, I continue to wel-
come your feedback and contributions. We will get 
through this together for the best interests of all. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my 
fantastic staff for their relentless energy to support pu-
pils and parents as well as their colleagues. I could not 
be prouder of our community.  

As you may have seen, Wednesday 20 May is National 
Thank a Teacher Day. This could be a good opportunity 
for your child to thank a particular teacher for planning 
exciting lessons or for being a great emotional support. 

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher-day/ 

- DShepherd 

Deputy for Teaching and Learn-
ing Update 

 
Week 4 of Home Learning has 
seen some very positive rates of 
engagement from pupils with some 
excellent pieces of work being sub-
mitted to teachers. 
Please see page 2 to see what the 
last week of this half of the Sum-
mer Term involves, and pages 3-4 
to see some examples of the won-
derful work produced by Courtyard 
pupils this week. 
As ever, thank you for your endur-
ing support! 
 
The Courtyard Team 

Website update from Ms Vidal, Head of 6th Form: 

There are 3 new areas of note for 6th Form on the school website. Please click on the 
links to take a look: 

1. Impact of Covid-19 on our young people https://smmathecourtyard.org/pupil-zone/covid-
19/  (click on the link to see some advice and ex-pupil Billy's blog!) 

2. Develop your employability skills https://smmathecourtyard.org/careers/develop-your-
employability-skills/ (it's updated every two weeks).  

3. Sixth form challengers- https://smmathecourtyard.org/careers/sixth/  

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher-day/
https://smmathecourtyard.org/pupil-zone/covid-19/
https://smmathecourtyard.org/pupil-zone/covid-19/
https://smmathecourtyard.org/careers/develop-your-employability-skills/
https://smmathecourtyard.org/careers/develop-your-employability-skills/
https://smmathecourtyard.org/careers/sixth/


Subject focus and tasks on Google Classroom next week beginning 25th 

May 2020 

Listed below are the areas which will be taught in different subjects next week. Please take 
the opportunity to discuss with your child throughout the week. 

 

 iGCSE English— how to use semicolons  

 FS Level 1 English—Identifying persuasive techniques in a persuasive argument 

 Entry Level English— continuing writing skills with a focus on characters.  

 GCSE Maths— Finding percentages of an amount.  Increase/Decrease by...%  

 GCSE Statistics— Conditional Probability  

 AS—Level Maths—Proof by Exhaustion, Deduction and Contradiction  

 FS Level 1 Maths— Calculating perimeter and areas 

 Entry Level Maths— Reading Digital Clock - recognising AM/PM and 24hour clock  

 Informatics— Coding and Computational Thinking: Coding The Maze   

 Science— The Solar System—Looking into our biggest star: our Sun  

 PSD L1— The importance of sleep for good health and wellbeing  

 PSD L2— What it means to be a positive role model to others  

 Workskills— Personal and Social Relationships: Emotions in relationships  

 Home Cooking— continuing with ways to economise with a focus on saving money 
when preparing, cooking and storing food.  

 Hospitality— N/A this week—6th form Careers tasks instead.  

 Creative Expression—quiz on music knowledge learnt from this term.  

 Art—produce a final piece drawing of a leaf or plant. They will apply at least two tech-
niques which they have learnt over the last 4 weeks.  

 RSE main— Students will explore the concept of "being an upstander" and will learn 
what the right thing to do online is, especially when it comes to standing up for and to 
your friends.   

 RSE Independence Group— Students will be encouraged to develop a growth 
mindset so that they can pursue their ambitions with unstoppable confidence.   

 World Studies—Gender—the roles of gender in religion: Islam 

 PE— - Why different sports require different dietary needs, - Controlling weight with 

diet and exercise, - The types of diets required to perform well in sport 

 Independence— quizzed on kitchen safety and the information they have learnt this 
term.  



 

This week’s work from pupils: 

Home growing plants and vegetables 

By Katie —Y9 

English—letter writing 

By Azariah—Y12 

Independence Group —Food safety 

By Henry —Y12 

ICT —Code the Maze 

By Fred—Y10 

English—Conclusion on essay 

about the history of make-up 

By Veronica—Y13 



 

This week’s work from pupils: 

World Studies—Equality: women 

By Fred —Y10 

Social Meeting on Zoom led by 

Mr Garcia—attended by Henry—

Y12, Angelina—Y10, Nicholas—

Y10, El-Sharief—Y12, Jonathan 

(Baby Yoda!) - Y12 

Art—Contour line drawing based on 

work by Ellsworth Kelly (on right) 

By Katie—Y9 

English—Conclusion 

on essay about the 

history of make-up 

By Angelina—Y13 


