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 The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to dis-

cover and live out their potential. 

The Courtyard Fortnightly Newsletter—Friday 29th September 2023 

Keeping our young people safe 
 

It was with deep despair that I read the news this week of another death of a teenager on 

our London streets. Whilst the circumstances of the incident may be different to crimes 

linked to gangs, the young man who murdered Elianne Andam used a knife. 

Knife crime has increased exponentially in London, and particularly in Islington and particu-

larly most young people aged 14-25. 

Young people have communicated that carrying a knife makes them feel safe. They are 

worried about travelling on our streets and feel that carrying a knife makes them less vul-

nerable. However, statistics also tell us that more young people are wounded by the knife 

THEY are carrying so actually, carrying a knife makes young people more likely to be the 

victim of a knife crime. 

Also, knives are easily accessible to our young people. Knives are in the kitchens of their 

houses. 

Today I spoke to the students in assembly about this senseless murder and also shared 

some of the statistics about knife crime. I also spoke to them about all of the people in 

school who are available to talk to them should they be worried about their vulnerability 

or the vulnerability of their friends. I have suggested that they spend some time with you 

this weekend talking to you about the incident and how they can keep themselves safe. 

On the following page is some top tips for how your child can stay safe on our streets. 

Please discuss this with your child. 
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KEEPING SAFE 

Top Tips for staying safe on our streets 

 stay alert, and keep electronic devices 
turned down or off, so they can hear what's going on around them 

 stick to busy, well-lit roads, and avoid short cuts through alleyways 

 if your child thinks someone is following them, they should cross the road or go to a place 
with lots of people around, like a bus stop or shop 

 your child could carry a whistle or shrill alarm around their neck or on a key chain to warn 
off suspicious strangers 

 when travelling by bus, your child should try to use bus stops on busy roads 

 if someone tries to take something from your child, tell them never to fight 

 tell them to keep mobile phones and other valuables out of sight, and to turn off their mo-
bile phone ringer to avoid attracting attention 

 don't let your child carry weapons because they are more likely to be used against them, 
and it's illegal 

 encourage your child to speak up if they are being bullied or feel they might be in danger 

What counts as knife crime 

 carrying a knife or trying to buy one if you’re under 18 

 threatening someone with a knife 

 carrying a knife that's banned 

 a murder where the victim was stabbed with a knife 

a robbery or burglary where a thief carried a knife as a weapon 
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MMR RISE 

Measles is highly infectious and can lead to serious complications and, 
on rare occasions, it can be fatal. Because measles is so infectious, very 

high coverage (over 95%) with two doses of the Measles Mumps and 
Rubella (MMR) vaccine is necessary to eliminate it. Measles continues to 
circulate in many countries around the world and there are currently sev-
eral large outbreaks in the UK where MMR vaccine uptake has been low. 
Until measles elimination is achieved globally we will continue to see im-

ported cases of measles to the United Kingdom (UK).  

Measles symptoms include: high fever; sore, red, watery eyes; coughing; 
aching and feeling generally unwell; a blotchy red brown rash, which 

usually appears after the initial symptoms.  

If you have symptoms of measles, stay at home and phone your GP or 
NHS 111 for advice. STAY AWAY from GP surgeries and A&E depart-

ments – you could spread the illness to others.  
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WORK EXPERIENCE 

We would like to inform you about our exciting work experience programme for the        

Autumn term. 

At The Courtyard, we believe that practical exposure to the professional world is a valuable 

complement to classroom learning. With this goal in mind, we have organized a work expe-

rience programme for our students. Placements have been tailored to the needs and abili-

ties of our young people.                          

 

 

The work experience program is     

designed to provide hands-on          

experience in a real-world work envi-

ronment related to their field of inter-

est. This experience will help them 

gain a deeper understanding of the 

industry, develop essential skills, and 

make informed decisions about their 

future career path. If your child is in 

Y11-14 and has been selected to par-

ticipate in this initiative during the au-

tumn term, you will be contacted on 

the week starting on the 2nd of Octo-

ber.  

We have carefully selected the fol-

lowing reputable organizations, 

where our young people will be 

placed for a valuable learning oppor-

tunity.  
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AUTUMN TERM FORTNIGHTLY SUBJECT FOCUS 

Week Beginning Monday 2nd October 2023 Monday 9th October 2023 

Maths Entry Level Number bonds Factors 

Maths FSL1 Number properties Proportion 

Maths GCSE Factors, multiples and primes Fractions, decimals and percentages  

Maths Statistics Ways to Collect Data Interpreting Data 

English Entry Level 
SBL 

Autobiographies Autobiographies 

English Entry Level 
EPA 

Creative Writing task Creative writing review 

English FSL1 Creative Writing task Creative writing review 

English GCSE Lang 
Group 1 

Genre and Narrative Writing: The Mys-
tery Genre 

Genre and Narrative Writing: The Mystery 
Genre 

English GCSE Lit Macbeth Macbeth 

ICT FSL1 Creating AI images with various search 
criteria 

Creating AI images with various search cri-
teria 

ICT FSL2 Understanding the meaning of AI and 
it's function in the 21st century  

Understanding the meaning of AI and it's 
function in the 21st century  

Science BTEC  Human Choices on the environment Human solutions on the environment 

Science GCSE Transport in the cell Stem cells, differentiation 

Science Entry Level 3 Different Cells, Mitosis Stem cells 

French colours numbers and dates 

Home Cooking Practical lesson. Making an healthy 
breakfast 

Practical lesson. Making an healthy break-
fast 

Hospitality Practical lesson. Making an healthy 
breakfast 

Identifying working skills needed to work 
effectively  

PSD Strategies for managing our feelings  Identifying how others might feel and strate-

Workskills BTEC Developing a Work Experience Diary. 
Describing and reflecting upon the ac-
tivities completed during work experi-
ence that week, including - daily activi-
ties, skills developed, co-working and 
networking opportunities, highlights, 
lessons learned, challenges and solu-
tions, personal growth and future goals.  

Developing a Work Experience Diary. De-
scribing and reflecting upon the activities 
completed during work experience that 
week, including - daily activities, skills de-
veloped, co-working and networking oppor-
tunities, highlights, lessons learned, chal-
lenges and solutions, personal growth and 
future goals.  

P.E. Lead a healthy lifestyle. Contribute to own healthy lifestyle 

Music Tech Time signature Independent work on Soundtrap - creating 
a beat. 

Drama The voice - volume. Demonstrating vocal technique with a 

World Studies Elizabethan Entertainment and Food Elizabethan Crime - Murder Mystery 

Art Artist research/study Creating artwork based on artist style in 
theme of 'places' 

Independence group 1  Food: Food groups and making a sandwich 

PSHE- money/coins skills 

Safety in the community- road safety 

Work experience- Work skills (dressing, time management, social 

communication)  

Independence group 2 

Independence group 3 
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The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to 

discover and live out their potential. 

Courtyard Celebrations 

KS4 Star of the week 
 

Dean for Focus and hard work in English. 
Elliot M for his focused work in ICT and Maths. Well done! 

Ayoub and Dean for showing huge improvement in their lessons and for engaging 
exceptionally well. 

Elliott T for consistency and effort in English! Keep up the good work Elliott! 
Naomi for consistently having an encouraging and warm presence around the 

school. 
Elliot MC for his excellent contributions and own knowledge in World Studies. 

Alfie and Elliott T for great proactive work in French! 
Fawaz for great homework in French 
Alfie for great homework in French 

KS4 SCERI Star of the week 
 

Luke W for his communication and understanding across science and 
keyworker. 

Martin, Sofia, and Naomi for coming to Maths Club and working really 
hard 

Dean for focus and hard work in English 
Jaylen for being reflective about his zones during PSD. 

Ayse for managing to regulate back into her green zone and producing 
great work in French! 
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tional and social provision that will equip our stu-
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discover and live out their potential. 

Courtyard Celebrations 

KS5 Star of the week 
 

Will for his continued excellent work in science. 
Will and Shane for their hard work in Maths lessons 

Daniel K for consistently being a drama star and remembering all of the vocal techniques learnt 
from previous lessons. 

Eden for being brilliant during PE. 
Queenie for her resilience in the safety community lessons. 

Piper for her amazing work in intervention 
Bobby for his reading 

Eden for consistently having an encouraging and warm presence around the school. 
Bobby for writing brilliant sentences. 

Destiny and Queenie for great homework in French. 
Ian and Sam for great proactive work in French! 

KS5 SCERI Star of the week 
 

Angelina, Will, Ian and Sam for coming to Maths Club and working really hard 
Scott for initiating conversations with Sam M and chatting to him during lunch and break times. 
Lula for being an incredible moral support for Keira during her piano lesson with Gregg. Excel-

lent 
social communication! 

Destiny for listening to feedback on time management and organisation and then prioritising 
her learning by coming into school on time. 

Sam for communicating his zones with adults and recognising when he is in the yellow or 
red zone. 

Kodee for really improving his focus and getting all of his work done in World Studies. 
James and Destiny for tidying up the classroom after the lesson. 

Charlie for maturely showing another student his creations in minecraft 
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 The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to dis-

cover and live out their potential. 

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE LAST TWO WEEKS  

 

HOPE YOU ALL HAVE A 

RESTFUL WEEKEND! 


