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 The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to dis-

cover and live out their potential. 

The Courtyard Fortnightly Newsletter—Friday 15th September 2023 

Continuing to develop 
 
For those families who have been part of the Courtyard community for a number of years, you will be aware that 
the school has been on an evolving journey for as long as we opened our doors to students in September 2013. This 
academic year is no different. 
 
We have increased our student number to 66 students and plan to continue to increase the number of young peo-
ple we educate over the next year to a maximum of 72 by Sept 2024.  
 
This growth has allowed us to expand our curriculum offer, with the inclusion of iGCSE ICT, GCSE Science, GCSE Art 
& Design, Music Production and WJEC Humanities and PE.  
 
Our staff number has grown, adding more expertise to our team.  
 
Life is exciting at the Courtyard but it is vitally important that we do not lose sight of the key fundamentals that 
make the Courtyard such a fantastic provision for young people to attend. 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
It is vitally important that students attend school every day. The only way that the school can 
have its desired impact is if students are present and active in their learning. 

 
Mrs Rush and the Pastoral Team are active in supporting students to 
attend school and are in regular communication with families where 
attendance has been noted as a concern. 
 
Telephone calls and meetings will be set up in the next few weeks with 
families to discuss attendance concerns and additional interventions 
that the school can offer to support your child to attend every day. 

 
PASTORAL CONCERNS 
 
As you will be aware, the Courtyard provision values the personal development of our students as 

much as their academic progress. Our Pastoral Team has grown in response to the increased 

number of students who present with emotional regulation challenges. We encourage parents to 

have regular communication with the school in order to allow us to best help your child. If you 

would like to discuss your child’s mental health, 

please call the school office to arrange a meeting 

with Mrs Rush. 
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RSE SPECIALISM DAYS 

As you may already be aware, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE), along with Health Educa-
tion have formed as part of the National Curriculum since September 2020. 

 
As part of our schools wider RSE programme, your child will soon receive lessons on relation-
ships, sexual health and personal safety. The purpose of the upcoming curriculum is to provide 
knowledge and understanding of safe and healthy relationships based on respect. This will en-

courage the development of safe and healthy relationships throughout life. The subject has been 
designed to help children from all backgrounds build positive and safe relationships and to thrive. 

 
The Courtyard has planned six RSE days for the academic year 2023-2024 with the aim of ad-
dressing misconceptions and teaching students what they need to know so they can make in-

formed decisions for themselves and be less vulnerable in society. Through the range of topics 
and activities students will be able to compare and contrast traditional views and opinions with 

liberal and alternative perspectives.  

Dates are follows: 

 
Thursday 5th October 2023 

Families and relationships: introducing the concept of love, marriage, partnership 
 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 
LGBTQ School Talks 

 
Thursday 8th February 2024 

Intimate and Sexual Relationships 
 

Tuesday 19th March 2024 
Sexual Health 

 
Thursday 16th May 2024 

Being Safe: Consent 
 

Tuesday 11th June 2024 
Online, Social Media and Pornography 

 
Please click here to find out more about the RSE topics that we will be covering and 

why RSE is so important . 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education/relationships-and-sex-education-rse-secondary
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ENRICHMENT—MONDAYS 

Enrichment happens across the curriculum and provides opportunities to devel-

op independent learning skills as well as celebrating specific curriculum focus 

areas. From Monday 25th September we will start some new extracurricular 

clubs for our students. We will attempt to link the focus of these clubs to the 

learning done in lessons but clubs are always a way of complimenting the learn-

ing of new knowledge and skills through practical activities. 

Our enrichment clubs offer themes of respect, tolerance and belonging and the 

promotion of physical and mental health. 

Please find our enrichment programme for this term below and email us here 

should you wish your child to join! 

 

 

mailto:louise.graham@smmathecourtyard.org
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AUTUMN TERM FORTNIGHTLY SUBJECT FOCUS 

Week Beginning Monday 18th September 2023 Monday 25th September 2023 

Maths Entry Level Patterns Patterns 

Maths FSL1 Negative numbers Operations 

Maths GCSE Proportion Proportion 

Maths Statistics Types of Data Types of Data 

English Entry Level Past Tense Emotional Language 

English Entry Level Exploring Dystopia Genre Creative writing techniques 

English FSL1 Exploring Gothic Genre Creative writing techniques 

English GCSE Lang 
Group 1 

Genre and Narrative Writing: The 
Mystery Genre 

Genre and Narrative Writing: The Mys-
tery Genre 

English GCSE Lit Macbeth Macbeth 

ICT FSL1 Creating AI images with various 
search criteria 

Creating AI images with various search 
criteria 

ICT FSL2 Understanding the meaning of AI 
and it's function in the 21st century  

Understanding the meaning of AI and 
it's function in the 21st century  

Science BTEC  Global Warming Earth's History 

Science GCSE Variety of Life Cells 

Science Entry Level 3 Cells Different cells 

French Family Members Pets 

Home Cooking Baseline Test Practical lesson. Making an healthy 
breakfast  

Hospitality Practical lesson. Making an healthy 
breakfast 

Understanding effective working skills 
in the hospitality industry 

PSD Identifying Emotions The Zones and different Scenarios 

Workskills BTEC Understanding the importance of 
researching and planning for work 
experience. 

Taking responsibility for preparation for 
your work experience - researching 
your placement, planning your time at 
work experience and understanding 
behavioural expectations  

P.E. Health and safety in sports Knowledge of muscles 

Music Tech Rhythm and tempo. BPM - understanding 'beats per 
minute'. 

Drama The voice - pitch. The voice - pace. 

World Studies Elizabethan Government Lives of Rich and Poor Elizabethans 

Art Drawing with focus on 
'depth' (foreground/background' 

Using tone to create texture (pencil and 
paint) 

Independence group 1  Food: Food groups and making a sandwich 

PSHE- money/coins skills 

Safety in the community- road safety 

Work experience- Work skills (dressing, time management, social 

communication)  

Independence group 2 

Independence group 3 
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The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to 

discover and live out their potential. 

Courtyard Celebrations 

KS4 Star of the week 
 

Fawaz for his knowledge and application of metaphors and general insightful contributions in English. 
Sofia for settling in so well to their new Maths class and working hard 

Daniel Thomas for great focus and in put in English Lessons. 
Asher for his communication and great work in Home Cooking 

Daniel Thomas for amazing listening, positive attitude and great work at English! 
Sharna for coming to school even though she was anxious 

Khaleel for coming to school on time, attending lessons and engaging in lessons 
Rayan for sharing his music knowledge with the class and his positive attitude to learning. 

Hayden for having a brilliant attitude in all his maths lessons. 
Luke W for attending school every day and pushing through 

Khaleel for being exceptional throughout the week, showing an enormous improvement in his studies 
and his attitude towards learning, including completing all his tasks accordingly. 

Khaleel for good attendance and engaging in his lessons 
Rayan for sharing his music knowledge with the class and his positive attitude to learning. 

KS4 SCERI Star of the week 
 

 
Asher for regulating himself in class and knowing when to keep himself on track 

with less guidance. Keep it up!  
 

Te’Asia for settling in amazingly and continually putting in effort with staff and oth-
er students. 

 
Ayse for building up the confidence to join her peers during break and lunch time. 
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The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educa-

tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to 

discover and live out their potential. 

Courtyard Celebrations 

KS5 Star of the week 
 

Luke JM for focusing through the whole art lesson to draw the Chelsea stadium  
Angelina for brilliant attitude and effort in Maths 

Scott settling in so well to their new Maths class and working hard 
James for his excellent work in ICT! Well done James! 

Daniel K for excellent pro-active contribution in French! 
Piper for determination and effort in PE 

Yasin for always being engaged and enthusiastic in Workskills lessons 
Will for being independent and hard working in Workskills 

Dev for a renewed focus in school and learning 
Luke JM for a great start to science and for working well throughout the lessons. 

Piper for taking part in her first PE session 
Kiera and Jack B, for their excellent attentiveness and engagement in lesson 

Shane for working hard and remaining focus in English 

KS5 SCERI Star of the week 
 

Piper for working so hard in Literacy intervention being resilient and teaching Mr 
Cockburn how to sign. 

 
John for playing a great game of Dobble with Daniel T at lunch. 

 
Katie for being able to communicate what she would like to do after The Courtyard and 

motivated to be achieve new goals this year. 
 

Scott for exhibiting excellent social skills in drama and throwing himself into drama 
activities. 

 
Dorian for regulating his emotions quickly after a dog scared him in the park. 

 
Jack N for always helping other students and teachers out when they need a hand. 
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tional and social provision that will equip our stu-

dents with the skills and experiences needed to dis-

cover and live out their potential. 

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE LAST TWO WEEKS  

 


