The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educational and social provision that will equip our students
with the skills and experiences needed to discover
and live out their potential

Weekly Newsletter - The Courtyard - Friday 14 May 2021
Headteachers Notice -Deborah Shepherd

Keeping safe in the Community

Keeping COVID at bay

It has come to my attention that there has been a recent
increase in phone thefts of secondary aged pupils in our
local area. Unfortunately, some of these thefts have involved the threat of weapons. Obviously these experiences are extremely worrying and I want our Courtyard pupils to be as safe as possible when they
travel to and from school. Please can I
ask you to remind your child to keep
their phones safely in the bags and out
of sight.

As we look forward to the next phase of coming out of
lockdown, I urge all members of our community to
adhere to the government guidelines regarding interaction with others.
In school pupils and staff can still wear masks in public
areas if they chose to. We will still be testing staff twice
a week and pupils once a week to be aware of any cases in our school.

Punctuality
Over the past few weeks I have noticed a number of our
pupils arriving late to school. Please see the chart below
for the impact of poor punctuality. Pupils should be at
school before 8:50am each weekday.

The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educational and social provision that will equip our
students with the skills and experiences needed
to discover and live out their potential
Celebrations this week

Behaviour and Safety

10/05/21

KS4 Star of the Week

KS5 Star of the Week

Jack for retaining so much wonderful information on
bees and articulately sharing this with his classmates.
Dev for supporting Jono this week.
Enkel for completing so many 5 star tasks in literacy.
Dillon for taking on the responsibility of collecting the
Chromebooks around The Courtyard and putting them
away!
Charlie for excellent focus when completing Ms Nahar's cover work on Thursday
Alfie for helping and giving positive encouragement to
his fellow peers in P.E.

Alexia for fantastic work on Pythagoras Theorem in Maths
Nathan M for excellently recalling information from previous lessons in World Studies

Most merits this week
HENRY
72
NEVAN
75
AARON
75
DILLON
77
DORIAN
80

Bronze – 200 points
ALEXIA
235
MADDY
258

Silver – 350 points
BLAISE
354
RUBY
382
AARON
383
CHLOE
403
LULA
498

Gold – 500 points
SASHARN
CONSTANTINE
CALLUM
VERONICA
JONNO
JAYCE
TYRESE E
JAMES
SHANE
WILL
DENNIS
ALFIE
JOHN
PARIS
KEIRA
KYON
PROM
MAX
NATHAN N
DILLON
JACK
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CHARLOTTE
LIZ
NEVAN
TYRESE Q
GAV
FRED
NORVILLE
XAUNDRE
HENRY
ELSHARIEF
AZARIAH
ANGELINA
ENKEL
AYMENE
HAMZA
DORIAN
NATHAN M
CHARLIE
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840
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934
936
946
981
986
1003
1049
1103
1120
1134
1156
1189
1197
1235
1244
1324
1364
1385
1406
1416
1485
1511
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Teaching and
and Learning
Teaching
Learningupdate
update

The last couple of weeks have seen some of our pupils complete English papers which will be marked externally by the
exam board. This gives teachers a chance get important external verification of the grades they plan to submit for our pupils
on the 18th June. All pupils worked really hard on these papers
and we congratulate them all on their efforts!

Next week’s ILT subject is:
WORLD STUDIES
Summer Term ILT Timetable:

Next week sees our Maths and Statistics pupils do their next
set of mock papers. The Maths ones will also be externally
marked. We wish them the best of luck.
Two groups of pupils went on the Bee Keeping Workshop at
Gillespie Ecology park last week and today. It was fascinating to
see the bees in their hive, learn about the different roles of
bees, make a beeswax candle and spend a peaceful, relaxing
day in nature. All staff and pupils who attended returned to
school in a very Zen-like mood! The big news was that the
queen bee which was seen by last week’s group has now been
killed and a new princess is currently being born to take her
crown!

Mrs Healy

Parent Workshop
Parent Workshop

The next Parent Workshop will be on Wednesday 19th May from 4-5pm.
The next Parent
Workshop
on Vidal,
Wednesday
5th May
4-5pm.
It will
be led by will
Ms be
Elena
the school’s
Headfrom
of Sixth
Form. She will be sharing information around the world of
work
parents
and carers,
tools,
advice and
It will be led by
Mrfor
Tony
MacIsaac,
the offering
Transition
Manager
at information.
the ILDP. Some of you attended his session in November.
This second session will be focused on one of the other areas of interest as nominated by parents in the survey which was
As usual, the workshop will be conducted via Google Meet or Zoom. The invitation to join will be sent in advance of the
sent out: The Mental Capacity Act / Benefits.
workshop. The session will also be recorded and shared with parents who are unable to attend (see below).
As usual, the workshop will be conducted via Google Meet or Zoom. The invitation to join will be sent in advance of the workshop. The session will also be recorded and shared with parents who are unable to attend (see below).
I would encourage you to attend if you can so that you can ask questions to our host and get immediI would encourage you to attend if you can so that you can ask questions to our host and get immediate responses
ate
responses
to any
specific inquiries.
to any
specific
inquiries.

The last Parent Workshop led by Tony Macisaac from the IDLP on the Mental Capacity Act can be watched here:

Access Passcode: @DDPfJ3x

The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educational
and social provision that will equip our students with the
skills and experiences needed to discover and live out
their potential

6th Form

Elena Vidal

Careers - Raising aspiration - Dapo Adeola - Graphic
illustrator "When You Dream Big"

Fantastic Work experience session with
Financial Times
This is a great little snapshot interview with Dapo
Adeola*, an inspiring graphic illustrator.
*Winner of the Waterstones Children's Book Prize
2020 Shortlisted for the British Book Awards Children's Illustrated & Non-Fiction Book of the Year ...
“If we’re only given one image of ourselves, it limits
our aspirations.” Dapo Adeola
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXqi1kYHSQ4

Our students learnt some
interesting facts about
newspapers and in particular about FT, such as stories
FT covers, why it’s pink, who
their readers are, how they
make money, the Printing Process from pad to print,
etc.
Students’ task was to build a newspaper front page or
online home page!
Looking forward to seeing students’ work next week!

Today NCS Trust delivered a fantastic presentation
about their summer programme
NCS – Operation Encounter

Here is a link to the article: https://docdro.id/
SMaPThP
NCS exists to engage, unite and empower young people, building their confidence so they can go out there
and achieve their dreams, no matter where they’re
from or what their background is. From the life skills
they develop to the friends they make, their ambition
is clear – they want to give teenagers an opportunity to
unleash their potential, to build their self-belief and get
them prepped for life after school.
Sign up to the NCS programme here:
NCS | No We Can | National Citizen Service
(wearencs.com)

Masterclass:
Thurs 20th May

Students will have the opportunity to learn about IT
Careers and skills needed today and about IBM Apprenticeship and Intern Programs

SUMMER TERM:
Subject Focus Mon 17th May - Mon 24th May
Week Beginning

Mon 17th May

Mon 24th May

Maths Entry Level

Use tables, charts, and graphs

Use tables, charts, and graphs

Maths FSL1

Calculate mean and range

Calculate mean and range

Maths GCSE

Mock Exams Week

Inequalities

Maths Statistics

Mock Exams Week

Bar, Line and Pie Charts

Maths A/AS

SUVAT Continued

SUVAT Continued

English Entry Level

Book Reviews

Reading and Comprehension

English FSL1

Class text: The Boy at the Back of the
Class (Syria research)

Class text: The Boy at the Back of the
Class (Extending our writing)

English GCSE Lang

Extended Writing Tasks: iGCSE Portfolio

Extended Writing Tasks: iGCSE Portfolio

English GCSE Lit

Poetry (structure and form)

Poetry (practice question)

ICT Informatics

complete 2 coding tasks

complete 2 coding tasks

ICT FSL1

Tips on creating suitable flyers/posters +
Exams

Wring formal emails

ICT FSL2

Tips on creating suitable flyers/posters +
Exams

Writing formal emails

ICT ECDL L3 PPT

Revision on View menu features with
screenshots (see teacher example in
Google Classroom) + Exams

L3 Mini assessment

Science BTEC

Variation and evolution KS4- Efficiency

our genetic makeup KS4 - Understanding
waves

Home Cooking

Health & safety in Hospitality- legislation

Safety signs in the Hospitality industry

Hospitality

Effective Working Skills in Hospitality

Identify working skills needed to work
effectively in the hospitality industry,
using e.g. from 2 different businesses.

PSD

Explain why advertisers might use manipDescribe some ways we can maintain self
ulated images and how recognising this
-esteem in relation to body image.
might influence our responses.

WorkSkills BTEC

Be able to work positively as a member
of a team

Be able to reflect on the performance of
a team

P.E.

Boccia - applying the understanding of
the power in to the hop drill.

Boccia - taking what they have learnt and
applying it in to a game.

Creative Expression

Drama performance - integrating skills
Lyfta - the natural world - nature and the
such as improvisation and voice work to
environment.
the world of work.

World Studies

Brexit: Understanding what it is and its
effects

End of term Quiz and Assessment

Art

Artist study: Salvador Dali

Creating artwork based on Dali's artwork.

RSE 6th Form

Learning how to identify worry and actions that a person can take if they feel
worried.

Learning about the transition from The
Courtyard to college/ further education
and how to manage the changes that can
arise.

RSE 6th Form- Independence

Learning how to identify worry and actions that a person can take if they feel
worried.

Learning about the transition from The
Courtyard to college/ further education
and how to manage the changes that can
arise.

Independence group

Risky situations in the community.

Travel practice - school trip.

The Courtyard aims to offer an outstanding educational and social provision that will equip our students with the skills and experiences needed to
discover and live out their potential

Information

* Over the next few weeks KS3/4 students are taking part in Home Cooking Assessments. The students will plan, prepare and cook dishes of their choice. Here are some
examples of what some of the students have cooked so far. Nevan made Gyozas, Keira made egg fried rice and banana cake, Charlie and Enkel made pizzas from scratch.

